PENNINE MOUNTAIN BIKE ACTION
Meeting Notes
Walton Arms 7pm

15 August 2011
 

1. Present: Andy, Ronnie, Craig, Tony, Adrian, Jon, Bill, Pete, Tom. New member Mark Stapleton welcomed.
2. Weekender update: Event discussed. Lots of positive feedback. Areas to build on include spectator numbers and involvement of local kids. RBC would look to be more actively involved in the future. Agreed:

a. Tony will invite interested parties to a meet with a view to forming a steering group for next year.

b. PMBA interested in being a partner and can help with organising capacity. Need to ensure this involvement maximises benefits for PMBA and helps us toward our objectives.
c. Explore options for Sportive, Kids participation/come and try, less technical XC or DH event.
d. In general need more event info for the site. Tony to send details to Jon. Tony and Andy to consider notice board for base area.
3. Finance and Membership Report – Ronnie gave an update on finance and membership income. We have £600 in the account following expenditure on material before the weekender. Agreed that membership packs need to be finalised and sent out. Jon to specify content. Andy to action.
4. Access– 
a. Update on Tim’s discussions with CTC et al regarding an access RoW event. Tony offered RoW officer participation.
5. Projects – 
a. Gisburn: Andy and Lesley to work with Martin on funding options for Skills area. Tony offered some funding suggestions and it was noted these may also apply to Rossendale cycleway. Tony to send Andy details.
b. Coaching: Andy reported on discussion with BC re talent progression and club coaching programs. This remains a good area for a sport England bid. Andy to discuss with Adrian, Paul et al.
c. Training: Two first aid courses now completed. Tony now looking at organising tool handling and risk assessment courses.
6. Site issues, dig days etc
a. Stone pitching on Pennine Bridleway discussed. Waiting for dates. Will need about six volunteers.
b. West Pennine Moors. Bill and Tony agreed the following actions:

1) Tony to visit Healey Nab and agree if and what actions need to be taken.
2) Tony to confirm the status of Wilderswood (the felling has apparently occurred which what we were waiting for when this was last raised so hopefully we can work out who we need to speak to and progress prior to the next meeting).
3) Tony to provide an update on the roll out of the WPM bridleway strategy.
4) Bill and James to present bridleway loops for WPM and West Blackburn areas - this will include areas where access is a concern and needs to be pursued.
7. Communications & Website – 
a. Website continues to improve. Jon highlighted ideas for further development.

b. Andy has a stock of Lee and Cragg Trail maps. Highlighted need to distribute widely.
8. AOB 
a. Jon presented ideas for 9 marked trails using Futures Park as a base. These could be publicised via the website and printed route cards. To view the routes follow the directions below. Comments welcome. The concept was strongly supported. Tony and Andy are exploring options for waymarking :
From the front page of www.pmba.org.uk click on admin in the top right corner below the orange banner. You’ll be asked for a password and user name.

User Name: PMBAADMIN

Password: boringstuff

There’s a list of documents held. Click on Routes to go to the bottom of the page where there’s a table with the nine routes we looked at on Monday plus links to all the uploaded files.

b. As noted above Bill and James will look at a similar collection of routes in the West Pennine Moors.
c. Tom and Mark both reported on their business projects. Tony offered Tom help with mapping and costing. Jon offered to highlight Mark’s bunkhouse and bike hire business via the website.

9. Date of next meeting
Monday 26 September. 7pm. Walton  Arms, Altham.

